CHAPTER VIII.
The shape of things in little things.,

The destinies of a man and of a cultmure are not, as a unsual thing
made up of world shaking events, They are more like the course of a stream
of water, rising from a sméll spring, and flowing onward, increasing in size,
till, all at once we discover we are dealing with a wide river, which seems
to have sprung magically into being., So in human life, the small event starts
a trend that leads inevitably to a second and so on to the ultimate. FPreedom
of choice seems some times hard to accept when we can trace back along the

-course of history from event to event, and seefi how very little choice there
was oft times involved.

So in trying to bring before you a picture of the times of my
boyhood, I am perforce compelled to tell the little, common, daily haprenings;
which are so typical of the days of my youth.

During my grade school years there was very little that occurred
which I remember well enough, or which seems important enggh to transcribe.
But in the fall of of the year 1894 I started my studies in the academy.,

EBureka, and the area around about it were madeé up of two, distinct
ethnic groups. The river and creek bottom farms, by the way about all the land
that was realy tillable, was owned by settlers of Swerdidd and Norwegian
blood. They were the most wonderful, thrifty, kindly, neighborly folk
imaginable. And I remembermy days when T visited in their homes with
@ontinuing delight. These farmers were the ones who winter fedcattle on grain
The upland ranches were settled largely by people from the middle states,
Maryland, Kentucky, Tennesses and some Missouri. The ranches were large in
size, and theranch houses as modern as the times permitted. But nearly all of
the ranchers had good homes in town where they lived during the school season
so that thedr children could attend the town schools. So my playmates at
school were largely the children of the ranchers and business people of the mm
town, Naturally we thought and talked cattle. One of my ways of geting to
Kansas City was to take advantage of 5 Kansas law which required a cattle
shipper to ship an attendant with every car in a cattle train., These
attendants were supposed to see that the train was stopped at proper intervals
and the cattle watered. On s long distance ride this could be very necessary.

For one of the slick tricks of some shivpers was to starve their cattle

of water, and then in the stock pens just before they were sold and weighed




Wvlot'fham £111 up with a hundred pounds or so of water, and sell the water

at meat prices, Since Eureka was only about eight hours ride from Kansas City
there was nothing for an attendant from that place to do but ride along and
fulfil the law so as to keep the shipper out of troublé. If I wayted a trip
I'd pick out a shipment , get assigned to a car, get into the caboose and
sleep until we pulled into the stock yardsj then get my papers aigned, and

be done and have a ten day stay, to ride back home on the regular passenger
train, A& FOR FREE

When was there a time when horse racing was not an intoxicating
-sport., At the present day we complain about the young car drivers crame
for speed; but let me tell you, if my saddle pony hadn't been able to beat
or keep up with the other boys' saddle ponies, I wouldn't have kept it
longer than it took me to find a sale. I never had to worry about my driving
horse for Don could out trot anvthing in that area. And he was too proud
ever to let any one pass him on the road. Let some one try:to pass he'd clamp
the bit in his teeth and pull the buggy by the reins, while the harness tugs
hang limp and useless. The town had a circular race track in a large meadow
where county faifs were at times held@., And the young men were there trying
out their monnts with great frequency.

One use for this track was for another kind of a race. There were
in those days, itinerant jockies, who'd drive about the country in a racing
cart, dfiving one horse and leading another, and when they'd hit a town
would get up a crowd of Bocal sports and promote a race with some local
horee. Their revenue came from bets on their steed and that hprse pould
usually beat anylocal favorite. There was one exception however. In those
days, groceries were delivered to your door. There was no cash and carry
foolishness. And each grocery ?ad one or two delivery wagons. At one store
there was one of the most dejected, flea infested bits of horse hide you
could imagine. Whenever one of the se traveling horseme n came along and
left word he'd be at the fair grounds track to meet all commers, the delivery
boy would grive down in the delivery wagon, and stand his old plug, %gglixied
fo see it staning there, hip sunk, head dangling and ears flopping at the
end of a long scrawny neck was to seem to be looking at a scare crow., After

much persuasion and j@king and laughing, a stiff bet at fine odds fa the

locals would be worked up'with the out of towner against old Whitey. Then




'HFE;;C ;;;Htr@ﬁifbruktion. Out of the harness, with only a bridle , the head
came up, the eyes rolled, the nostrils ftared and when they went to the line
with the driver riding Whitey bare back, we all knew what would happen.I
thiné,the other party guessed it too, for one could frequently read with

amgsemert the utter astonishment with which he saw his foe. And at the word go

away they went, with Whitey ahead from the start. He'd come in under weaps

go back into his working clothes, and stand again, the picture of dejection
while his master and the other boys collected the winnings. There were too

many local people on hand to permit the outsider to try to renig. This

happened time after time, until Eureka grew to be avoided by the traveling
horsement like a pestilence, If any came that way, he drove straight on through
without a pause,

Speaking of horses, I had another mount for a number of years.When.
father brought him home we were amused and rather taken a-back at the same
time.Where father ever found him is beyond myg comprehension, For he was one
of the true Appimcians ; and there never was an uglier armmal. The so called

Appaloocia hprses which have become quite popular of late are nothing but

very ordinary quarter horses beed with just enough Appaloocia blood to give

them the skin and hair coloration especially notable in that breed. The genuine

Appaloocia was bred by the Nez Perce indians as a wagk horse, They developed

unusual staying powers, with all the gentleness and intelligence of their

pure Arab forefathers, But in place of being round and smooth, the genutne

article was rugged and unshapely, The withecrs were unusually high, the hips

8loped sharply downward to end in a tail that léséked like it had been

hair cut to,almost no hair by a very carkkss barber. The neck was long and

thin and ended in a lmssmwbmmes bony head,gfn?c:st devoid of maney am.Two
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huge ears,jalmost as large as a mules. The iris of the eye was very small

and the eye rolling white like the animal was in a perpetual state of terror.

And his cologfgizg, which was a natural camouflage,was striking. The skin

about the;zzsi; and eyes was a sickly pinkish white. The forequarters were

usualy roan, and the rest of the animal spotted and dappled in some places to

1ook like a spotted saddle blanket ; at others just a splash of colour here

and there on a back ground resembling the colour of the four cuarters, The

legs were clean and strong, ending in about as incongruously huge a set of

hoofs as could be imagined. But this redictlas shape wa:z one of his virtues,




The sloping hips Save him an immense leverage for a quick, jumping start, and
the huge hoofs added traction and ability to travel over rough ground where
a smaller hoof would ten to turn and strain the legs.

Added to all of this Bob, for that was this fellows name, had at

some time been entangled in barbed wire, and had about cut off his head, and
had a,dbge scar eunning almost completly around his neck at the largest part
next to the withers. Father used this horse for his busines trips to the
country. Mother would never ride in public behind such a looking beast. So
}p was my task whenever she wanted to visit, to have me‘takeher paheton
and my Don and acting as coachman , carry her on her rides.

In spite of all appearnces I some times toolk Bod for use under
the saddle. He had a delightful, easy lope that he could keep on for hours.
In fact one of my ranch friend with whom I ¥isited in the summer, lived abqut
seventeen miles frolm Eureka, and I'd put Bob at a canter when I left home,
and he'dnever break that canter, save to changelleads, until I rode upp to

my friends gate. And he'd be breathing, smooth and natura} at the end. One
reason I'd like to ride Bob on this particular trip, was that there was a wide
river that had to be,forded. For some r—ason every time I'd cross this fard on
Millie she'd wait q%til the deepest part, and then without warning lie down.
T didn't much like this for when she did that and the water suddenly engulfed

me up to my arm puts it was rather disconcerting. She'd get up, shaker self i

like a dog and go unconcernedly on her way. But in chilly weather this could

be a very unpleasant experience.
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The Southern Kansas Academy was an institution well worthy of the

fine reputation it bore,

The town of Bureka sits in a bend of Fall River, which comeé& from
the north, along the west side of the town, then curves around the south
and part of the east side. Main street ran from the river due north to
end in a quite appreciable hill, and the academy was perched atop that hill.
It was a large brick, stone trimmed building with a central clock tower
facing Main Street, and it stool about an even mile from the south end
of Main, There were approximatly ten acres in the campus, and on themwere a
foot ball field , a base ball diamond and several tennis Courts. Foot ball
Ahad Just begun to assume its present form; prior to this time in all the
grade schools there was played a§ species of Rugby, which is just now coming
back into pablic favour after an eclipse of nearly three quarters of a
century,

The faculty of this school was carefuly selected and fully-competent.
In fact it was here that I met the man who was, to a greater extent than
other to influence my after thinking, and to imbew in mg much of my feeling
of respect for man's igtegrity, and our duty to recognize his worth.
This man, Scrog,f,was a surprising character. Built in rather a FalstafianJWAy
there was perched on a short neck a very round head, large in si’b, and
crowned by a fringe of disheveled red hair around a large bald forehead.
The face was partly concealed by a shaggy red beard, carelesly trimmed enough
to keep it out of his way. His arms were short and his hands large and
stubby. To see those hands flying over the key board of a piano was a
continuing surprise. His fondness for music was intense, and before he had
been Principal of the academy for many days he had glee clubs going among
both boys and girls, whose work together is still a pleasant memory. This
man, after he finighed at S.K.A. became a teacher and later president of
QG§lahoma University, ,and his record as a teacher and leadﬁr stood out there
as 1t had in the small school with us. One of his favorite compatrison was
to say, "You know all fish have bones; but you don't eat the fish for the
bones, but for the meat. You don't say to a guest, look what lovely bones
this fish we are havinz, has. You'd say, eat the fish and push the bones
aside. So it is with your fellow man. All men have faults, some big and some
little, some many and some few, but like the bones in the fish, don't strangle

over the faults,push them aside and enjoy the meat of his good qualities,”™




s On some of my trips to Kansas City I had COMBE -
eﬂéches.‘These had bothered me since my férst school days. That summer, when I
was eleven, I was complaining agains and more than ever. The idea of
corrective glases for youngsters was Jjust beginning to be advanced; and a
few medical practitioners had done so@e special study, and set themselves up
as occulists. This time my uncle@ decided that'possibility of an eye defent
sould be looked into, and so took me td one of such practitioners. His
verdict was that I was terrifically estigmatic and should be wearing glasses
dueing all my waking hours. I was fitted at once, and the correctness of his.
diagnosis was disclosed by my never having one of my head aches after that
day. Bwt my spectacle wearing had another effect. The 6nly contact the average
‘man or woman of that day had with any eye treatment was with the traveling
spectacle vender, who went about the ~ fintry with a valiese full of glasses,
all frames and lenses complete, and fitted his patient by trying on one set
after another until one was found that rendered the best results. To tRese
good folks, spectacles went only with agg and fading sight. When I, a boy of
eleven went on the street I was for many weeks an object of wonder. This
finaly wore of{ mmém@mmmm but I was stuck with a nick-name that stayed with
me from that day on until I left Bureka after my graduation from the Academy.
I was "Speck™ Bolinger f{rom that day on.
"Hay Speckl Gome on. Billy Morris has bought a contraption that
they call a ¥safety bike', and he's going to learn to ride. Come on, let's séé
"Such a challange from one of my friends told of the coming to Rureka of the
first of our present models of bicycles. Billy Morris was owner of on# of
our local drug stores, and was always inclined to grab anything new he could
learn about. This time he had beat them all.
Up to this time all o,r bucycles were the high wheel type, one
big wheel in frod@ and one small wheel at the end of a long frame behind,
with the riders seat perched directly over the axle of the front wheel, I
had one and know all about them, You car see such an afrair used now
frequently in circus acts. They weren8t too bad going up hill, but perched as
you were, immediatly over the center of gravity, start down hikk and if the
front wheel struck a stone or a rut and you werent lightening aquick to
lean backward, the hhmdmun front wheel would come directly to a stop, and the

hind wheel and frame, with you on top, would revolve gracefully on the front

akle, and progect you ahead like you were shot from a cﬂiapault.
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: This ncw' contraptiodvhich our drusgiat had acquired had
two equal sisze wheels, like the present day machine; but these wheels were
equipped with hard rubber tires. Phe hind wheel was operated by an open chain
drive, so that the rider had to don short trousers and long dtockings or be in
danger of grinding theMog of his trousors'in the sprocket wheel. Mr.
Morris was a short man, perhapf five foot four or five, and had a long Bllly
goat whisker, He had wuite a gallery that first night , when he took his
first ride. After many a flase start he took off down the road, with his
Derby had clamped firnly to his head, and his whiskers and coat tail flying
in perfect harmony., He wobbled and twisted and generaly made a bad time of
it, bgt with méch ribald l‘wico he finaly got the hang of the thing, and in
a few days was riding about town with great confidence and to the envy of all
beholders.

It was only a few yagrs until some one had thought of air filled
tires, which at first were equipped with tube and the whole hgd to be dismoun-

ted and taken apart and the inner tube patched, when one of the frequent

punctured occurred.

But the traveling spectal salesman was not the only regular visitor,
The umbrella mender was also a regular. He usually combined knife and scissor
sharpering with his umbdsdla mending. He would repair any part of ay umbrella
from fastening the cover when it broke lose, or replacing a broken rib, 'ai
even puting on a whole new cover, When every one was thrifty and saved and
repaired household equipment, and when nearly every one, men inclgded carried
an umbrella as a protection from the rain, and also on very hot days, you can
see where he fdght develope quite a- clientess,

Then too there was the Italien with his trained bear, who gathered
a group of children about him and had the bear dance or wrestle for the pennines
and nickles that might be tossed to him., There was also a group of kilted
écota“ﬂﬁ%“ﬁade their way about giving screeching bag-pipe concerts.
Entéftainment was simple but adequate.

And when you add in the patent medicine shows some with a primative
get of carnival rides, always including a merry go round, you had realy
gomethingl -

One of these that we always loved to see come to town was the one

peddling Harlan's Wizzard Oil; a rare specific, for internal or external use

as desired and applicable to almost any disorder known to man, Also there
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was one calling itself "The Arms of Tilly"™ and purporting to be one handled
by the family of the great German general of that name, I remember it was
advertised by a bannkr proclaiming its motto as "MEDICAMENTUM DEUS PROBATUM,"
all very awe inspiring to a public towhom Latin meant mmém learing and verity
per se.

The usual set up 1in a vacant lot on Main street. There would be m
one or more beatd#ful wagoms or caravans, at the back end of one of which was
a large taill gate which could be let down to furnish a stage. The banjo
picking black face comedian was always a wonder of wit., The dialogues between
him and the!Doctoréaere great to hear., And we didn't mind the periods set to
peddling their nestrums too much, for it was always fun to see who would be
first to crowd up and spen&a dollar,the customary price, for a remedy that

would protect them from all future ills, Then the next night you cound be
sure that one or more of these first night Purchasers woulld appear to give

testimony as to the wonderful effect even a couple of doses had had wopn their
various complaints,

I belkeve I was talking about the academy. I wonder how I got to
wandering off in this way. Well, our minds play tricks on us, and calling up

one scene will eventually bring up a score of others .
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The Sweedish and Norwegian farmers up and down the river and creek

valleys, were among our most prosperous and forward looking citizens.
Many of their older children attended the academy with me and I was
always delighted when I got an invitation to come to one of their

homés for a meal It was always delightfully 0ld world in many of its
dishes, but theveavironment itseif was added pleasure., The homes were
alway8 emaculately clean, the colours weré bright and crisp, the parents
big, laughing, merry folk.

It was here that I got my introduction to stock fish, Having a
large clientelle who demanded it, every grocery carried a supply of

' these fish. They were about 30 inches long, dried hard as a rock and
bound in bales with wire, The bales were about three feet in diameter
and stood on end, were scattered about the store, or~ wven allowed to
stand outside the store, on the front walk. This was hardly an
extremy sanitary way of handling them, but no one ever seemed to
suffer from it. Perhaps those farmers were just too healthy and active
for any germ to dare to attack them.

The farm women would take these. stock fish,and soak them in a
lye solution, and then run water over them, in a long and intricate
process of preparation, and when done they were realy ‘quite good,

But then all food was simple and nourishing. Diets were balanced until
one would need have no worry about a vitamin deficiency of a deficiancy
of any other kind.

The average breakfast would be one of fried or poached eggs, ham
or bacon, hot bread, coffee with clotted cream, hot oat meal or corn
meal much, varied some times with creamed chipped beef, and in winter
always on hand buckwheat cakes, with loads of sweet butter and maple
syrup; real maple syrup. We got huge blocks of pure maple sugar, and
shaved that and made our own syrup. Also there was frequently cod
fish, either in votato balls or chivped =nd creamed. It was a meal for
a working man. The noon lunch would figure a roast, a baked chicken

home made bread,
or other fowl, fried ham or other meat,/a home canned vegetable or
two, potatoes, baked, boiled or mashed, fruit , jelly, pickles and
pie. The supper was usualy cold cuts, country fried potatoes, Corn
bread or corn dodgers, a cake made of sorn meal, salt and water and

baked until crisp and brown, light bresd, and anwthing that was on hand

left from another meal.




¥ ehing to do. Perhaps t

DO one ever L

shortening process,

There was one thing in these Scandanavian homes which alwayd interested
me, When we sat down at the table, only the men took their p'acos.MV
little friend (if a girl had invited me) stood behind my chair, as the
other women folk behind the chairs of the other men, and saw that our
plates were never empty, until we céuld'eat no more, Then the men left
the table for a mdments snooze, in a chair, on a couch, or simply stretehed
out on the floor., and the women had their meal. I often remarked at this
custom and was informed that the women wouldnt want it any other way. They

could get the men folk filled up and out of the way , eat their own meal

at their leisure, visit with one another, and then be ready to clean
up after the meal without any one arOund to bother ggm.

These sweedish women were wonderful cooks; but it wasn't confined to-
the women alonef At that time every town had its bake shop. Bread wagons
and big bread céncerns were unknown. And in Eureka the bakery was run by
a Sweed, All his wares were good, but my memory clings to a hearth loaf
of purdrye., This bread was shaped into round loaved about 10 inchec across
and baked outside the oven on the hearth. When the weekly batch were baking

if the windows of the shop were open, you could smell the hot fragrance of

the rye with its mixture of carrocway seeds a block away.

A SWEEDISH
One of the best memories of/alll-t-farm home comes from a spring time

dinner which was given for our #hole class.

It was 1899, the year of our graduation, so all of us felt very
mature andm;elf sufficient, looking at the world as our opportunity for
action, with great anticipation; and yet with a bit of fear too, at

giving up the known ways for the new.

Since the evenings in late May in Kansas are normaly fine, itwas
decided that the twenty cléss members wo '1d have a hay ride the ten miles
out to the farm, have our dinner, or rather as we would have called it our
supper, and then enjoy a ride back home,

I doubt very much if any teen ager today can experience the thrill
‘of that ride. The frames for hauling hay were wide affairs fitted to the
wagon running gear after the bed had been removed. The bottom was below
the top of the rear wheels, and to compensate for this and znd permit a wider

or housing or pnrhaps fender over the rea®

platform there was a raised hood,
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;;;;1;.f.78£.th13 Qas spread about eighteen inches of clean new hay, blankets
were scattered about and the crowd climbed in and settled doﬁn on the sweet
smelling hay. And realy there is no perfume ever half as sweet as the breath
of clean, new hay. And what a time that was for secret hand touchings, for
moving closer together, and all the other timid overtures of love which the
code of the time might wink at but must ﬁevef openly know.

Many of the class had in their last c¢puple of years in the academy,
done what would now a days be called dating; though then it was a much more
limited thing tha#\ that designation now implies. We expected to have supper
about seven, and as there was a bright moon shining, there would be no
difficulty in making the return trip.

All started out beautifully. We rode along the gentle country lanes,
singing and laughing and talking, and then all at once the iron tire op one
of the rear wheels rolled off,

These tires were not bolted in any way.When wne was put on a wheel
it was "set™ to the wood by heat. Under ordinary circumstances this waiduld
make a grip that was almost impossible to remove intentionally. The tire was
heated red hot, a section of it was put in a"crimper™ which by use of a long
lever handle squeezed as section of the tire in on itself and so reduced the
diameter; then the tire, while still hot, was forced on the wooden wheel and
immediatly cooled off in water. As a result the tire in cooling would shrink
and remain fast to the wheel., But there was 4:25 difficulty. In dry weather
the wooden wheel would some times dry out and losen its hold of the rim, and
as a result would run off the wheel ip traveling. The vehicle was then out of
service, for to have driven it even a short distance without the tire would
have cause m#m the wooden wheel to collapse. So there was nothing for us to do
but replace the rim and find some way of binding it on.

Looking about the place nothing could be found but a few pieces of
rusty barbed wire fencing. Efter this had been broken into usable lengths
it waswrapped about the tire and the wooden rim of the wheel and twistedinto
place., We all drew a sigh of relief and climed back in and I resumed my seat
on the wooden fender ofer the wheel, This fender was not a solid affair but
was made of wooden slats about an inch apart. We were glad to be off, for we
had‘gone only about half the way, and there was a cloud sliding up toward the
face of the moon,

Then, it happened,

My perch was directly above the wheel that had lost it's tire and

ot A e R
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the boys who had wrapped that wire hadn't dome £00 good a job. In the

stress. of travel it wﬂﬁéd‘loqge and an end came up though one of the cracks

in the fender and caught my best Sunday britcheg right at the top of the

seat, and wipha strong downward pull, tore out a chunk of the seat about

five inches square.Knowing nothing better to do I slid from the fender, down
into the hay and there remained .

But the wordt was not yet.

The:cloud which had slowly been creeping up, now took wings and
raced.to obliteeate the/g::?ﬂRain began to fall in sheets. We had nothing for
protection but a few blankets which of course we gallantly,if a bit reluctantly
surrendered to the zirls,

Our hosts home was near at hand, but there was a river to créss, with
a h&gh bank on the opposite side nearedt the house. When we made it across the
rapidly rising river, the opposite baWf was so slippery that the team couldn't
pull the loaded wagon to the top ,80 therewas nothing for dws to do but to

As wg Cove D
drive as closely to dry land g and then jump off the wagon and walk up and let
the wagon follow,

We were all dripoing wet and it was no easy task to climb that hill
through the slippery mud,

And then the scandal harpened. One of the boys wh: had been dating
a particular girl with thte comrlete aprroval of her family, actually put his
arm around her in public to help her up the hill. When this slivpped out the
whole town buzzed with hir shamelesnes. W¥¢ all fancied there would be a
&

, and the swain went farther afield

speedy marriage; but that didn't havpen

and the last time I was home many =many yesrs later, the 7irl was still a

) bl
Miss. How absurd .n1at seemz Lo us now. But it wasn't absurd when o woman's

o~

person was sacred. Ons forgets how fsr that ides was carried, I remember

well the long riding skirts t.at worc wo n Ly women wher ridins, The skirt
hung about a fo:t below the .t o t',  “u¢ ) and Lhe bottom hem was

weighted with leaden wcights sc that it weulan't be possible for it to blow
up and disclose a - glimpse of what it was supposed to cover,

Well, we all made it Lo thy hcuss =nd- started drying off, I was fittec
with a pair of cur hoste-trouse:s, bul s he was siz feet two and T five seven

\
ég\wasn?t toc good a fit, znd I went round all evenirpg with tne trouser legs

rolled up abou®t six inches to kecp them from dragzing s tripping me up.

wm After we na2i dried oul we hud a felfciows surger, writeh wae worth




Jh ;f£p, ahd then;, the storm having passed, and tbe moon shining again, after
fresh dry'hay had been put on the wagon we loaded up and drove back to town
without further adventure,

I suppose at the time of all this happening I was pretty miserable,
for I was extremly bashful and to be thus gummaria%,disrobed in the presence of
my whole class could have been nothing less than devastatimg. Now, looking '
back, I can remember only laughing faces, melody and moon light. How wonderful
it is that we are blessed witha forgettery as well as a memory, and that the m
gbility to forget cleanses our memories of all but the beautifwl,

It was shortly before this time that an event occurred which was to
change the whoke course of american life and morals; an event which changed a
a nation intent only on its own growth and progress, into one looking on the
whole world as its field of action.

Spain was struggling to hold the last of its western colonies; and
Ehba was the scene of the oubtrageous blunder that Spain invariably made in
dedaling with other peoples, The solé purpose of Svain in holding a colony was
to have something to be robbed and cheated, with never the slightest effort
to provide education or social advantage of any kind . The war for Cuban
liberation was accolmpanied by all the br:tality which could possible attend
such a conflict. No one was exempt. The countryside was stripped of population,
to reduce assistance to the rebels in the hills, and the people were herded
into concentration camps where they underwent every deprivatian, scanty food,
contageous disease, squalor and filt}b Much of this had appeared in the mmm
american news papers; and the entire nation was seething with wrath that such
a thing sBould happen at our very doors., Yet no one reaL*wanted war, No one
yet knew what was the real strength of Spain. No one felt sure that we, in
a contest with what was still regarded as one of the worlld's great powers
could come off victorious,

Thepcame the fatal foily of the Spanish command.,

The battle ship Maine was anchored in Havanna Harbour. In the dead
of night there was an explosion which sent the Maine to the bottom, carrying
with it its crew, many of whom perished in the wreckage. The Spanish claimed
that this explosions was from some one inside the ship, mmmm done with the
intent of rousing the people of Amcrica and giving an exceuse for a declara-

tion of war. This hardly seems probable , as the President and his advisers

were none too anxious for war. And tho “4merican peopl were roused enough
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:-;iﬁioéinj;;tﬁ;bvocgtion.g;t is faf more probable that it was just another
of tho.stupid acts the 3Spanish authorities had perpetrated in their effort
to erush the Cuban people.

At any rate, after that act war was inevitable,

I well remember one of the sentemental songs that all the young

people were singing,

Once T had a sweet-heart,

Honest, brave and true,

Pearless as the sunrise,

Gentle as the dew,

We had loved and waited,

We had named the day,

We were pledged to wed each other

In the month of May,

Cho.: My sweethart went down in the Maine,
the rest I do not remember,

This was a war which needed no draft. Camps could not be found nor
arms supplied for the many who demanded enlistment,

That pirit 1is hard to remember. In those days we had no "Salute to
the Flag" , in fact we didn't regard the flag other than as a symbol of our
country. It was used where use new never would be permissable, as a cover for
the speakers table at out of door rallies, picnics and the like. Tt was
draped wherever it seemed some one wanted a touch of colour. No., we had

no salutes and pledged of allegiance and the like, all we knew about the

flag was to die for it,

Atvthe Academy every boy who was of age, or who could hmmam persuade
hls parents to give their permission, enlisted. School attendance was cut
almost half, I was one of the ones who was too young for enlistment without
my parents consent and this they stubbornly refused to give.“Waitfthey said,
\Ef the time comes when there is need, then go but until then stay here and
prepare for living.,”As it turned out, it was just as well as far as any
active duties were concerned. Only a very small part of the enlistees ever
were call upop for active service; but most were kept in training camps
under conditions almost as bade as the concentration camps in Cuba, Many
died. In fact my very best school friend died in a typhoid epedemic at his
camp in the south, Added to the disesse, the nation was afflicted with

'profiteers who contrazted to supply the tarméé needs with food, clothing

etc. There was quite a scandal over packing firms supplying "embalmed® beef,

Some even having been founds, it was claimed, to have contained formaldyhide.
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”Bﬁf?;i;éééf;iiﬁhi;;;};SI&ybéb;winaTalmost unfit for human food. How strange

it is that even at a time like that when the»wﬁold-nation was burning wiﬁh
pntriotism)and the new found will to strike for the oppressed)there should
creep out of the slime creatures in human form whose only desire was to
reap financial profit, no matter what the cost.

But heros were born and predidénts created. The Rough riders with
the swash-buckling Teddy at theit head made their theatrical charge up San
Joan H1ll; and no one for a moment paid any attention to the fact that had it
not been for the support af a regiment of negro regulars, Teddy would have had I
to rush down as fast or faster than he charged up.

As you all knéw the war lasted only a very few days., Spain was found
not to be a paper tiger, but not even a paper pussy cat. After the battle
of Manila Bay mhenermmammnthdmgmimbsm and the trapping of the Spanish fleet
ﬂtrﬂavanah, and its destruction o¢n its attempt to escape, there was nothing
left for 8pain huﬂ;%ject surrender; and America was left with theproblem of
what to do with the Spanish insular posessions. There was bitter opposition
by many of their retention; feelipg that they should at once be put on
bheir own. May advocated the annexation of Cuba, with final statehood,
Perhaps if the course had been followed, and we had used the same enlghtened
treatment we displayed toward the people of the Phillipingswe might have had
in Cuba as loyal a support as we not have from the eastern islands., We might
have had there a show case for democracy which would have been a guiding light
to all the latin american countried. But we proceeded neither to annex, ®ov
jlilll? to free and place on their own resources, nor fully to teach; and still
retained a suzarinity which was bound t o be hateful of a proud and independent
people, We made our own bed with business inte est which to a large extent
continued the injustices of Spain. Education was neglected and wages kept at
a swh,gtandard sum and to the profit of some organizations, but to the eternal
loSs to the nation of the iove which the Cuban was ready then to give. In
fact, a love which for many years ptomped him to endure more from us than
we would have knowingly required.

But for the time being America emerged from the waR, for the first

time recognized as a world pover. We were as the Psalmist put it ;"Rejoicing
as a strong man to run a race,”" We héd whipped Spain in jiffy order. We were

prosperous at home and respected abroad. We were no longer the upstart

Nation of colonists. We were Americal .
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o iﬁi;l;i;;w;gagﬂﬁgifxoq;;\f;; ;;;bhéif%decﬁde th§>6§ideﬁ.kge of
America. Perpaps unles conditions rapidly riéht themselves, the declin§ of
the American Republic will date from the end of that decade. True there |
were depressions during that time, and there were difficulties of many kinds;
' but self confident, we knew we c ould beat them all,

With the civil strife, between Thedore Roosevelt and President Taft
the era came to an end. And in a large measure, while there had been great
advances made in material wealth, and in its attendant soft living, and
ease of many conveniences, in the more important things of national morality
both piblic and private, in respect for law, and in hope and ambition we
grow sadly deficient,

While I am talking about the era from 1898 to 1908 there is another

which I have neglected, € this will be a few words

CAPTER IX
OF POLITICS AND POLITICIANS.,

To understand the politics of the so called gay nineties, it will be
necessary to go back several years to observe the growth mid and direction
of public th.ugh;. When this is written in Seotember 1967, it is just 86
years to the day since President James A Garfiend died from an assasin's
bullett. One can ohly surmise what kind of a president he would have made
had he been granted more time; buthﬁs successor Chester A Arthur proved to
be a man of very mediocre ability. So much was this true, and the finances
of our abundantly endowed nation were in such confusdon, that for the

first time there was a possibility in 1784 of a Democrat being elected.
With unusual good judgment the leaders of that party chose Grover Cleveland
of New York,and he was elected and took office in 1885.

Cleveland was in a very unenviable position. He was a man of sober
ability, and in fact made one of our most outstanding presidents. But in
his own day it was otheriwsé. He was a candidate elected by a minority
party, by the didiident votes of the Republicans. And this dissidence
did not endure. Soon he was the object of criticism of his policies from
both parties,

Tﬂere was a spirit of change in the air. Many changes were cried for
which have now been accepted;’but Ckeveland, a sincere conservative,

opposed them., The result,his defeat or a sconglterm in 1888, His

conqueror was Benjamin Harrison, a.Civil War ranking officer, a good man
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A*"ﬁQ£wﬁi£§fif%?i;dzézg;;gﬁib‘ibility. He was unable to change the trend
ﬁoward-ihat was then considered extreme liberalism, and as a result
Cleveland did what had never before or since been done.He defeated Harrios;
and took over for a second term, in the election of 1892,

Why these years were called the Gay Nineties is beyon# me. To those
of us who lived thenm, they'were anything but gay, Américan manufacturers
were in difficulties,and their goods were being undersold by foreign
imports. The national finances were in a tangle. Farm prices were miderab-
ly inadequate, and the states of the west which had depended on their
mining saw mine after mine close, with other businesses falling with them
There arose then a queer philosophy of financial affairs. Change for the
bettgma was to be made by maipulation of mmmmmegp montary system and
rate of coinage. There was a quack financier in Arkansas who called
himself ™Coin™ Harvey who was the author of a book which became the
guide of mmmp a large section of the democratic party. The world wss to .
be made safe and serene by the free and unlimited coinage of silver at the
ratio of sixteen silver dollars to one gold based,gmj 5#7’* e FOE
RPEVENUE ONLY.

Cleveland could see the fallicy of this idea, and had courage to

face the wrath of Colorado and other silver producing states. He

alienfited such a strong following in his party that the party was complet

n the convention in 1896 the feee silver men took over. A young
Nebraska lawyer named William Jennings Bryan delivered his famous
speach demanihg that men be%o longer crowned with thorns nor crucified
upon a cross of gold., This conventicn action split off the sound money
democrats and many left tlie party never to return; and left it in a mmsshg
conditiow of hopeless minority .until in 1912 the quarrel of the
popular Teddy Roosevelt with his protegee and successor Willimm Howard
Taft, divided the Republican party sufficiently to permit the election
of Woodrow Wilson. This quarrel was rather a pitifil affair, when you
could see Tdddy trying to dictate to his successor, and upon his failure:
to do so proceeding to wreck his party and his nation rather than let
the man who had stood firmly for what he himself thought was right to

be elected again.

Of course, all young boys tend to declare their politics along the
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‘ﬁf;omiourmfhthérs}flike'rodwhair orwa éié nbse,‘and af far as the usual
 individual is concerned, with about as little perfional thought or effort.
I probably was influenced to some considerable extent by this tendency,

t I became an ardent supporter of McKinley, who in 1896 ended the |
era of democratic control,

These elections iy the nineties were ardent affairs. The list of

speakers was abundant apd the lure of the out door meeting was high.
In Kansas the Populist party was cquite strong and the national populist
party had fused with the Bemocrat in support of Bryan. He had no need
of help along the line of crowd pleasing oratory. In fact it was oratory
.that won his nomination. And T have heard him myself with breathless

attention.You hung on every word, and it seemed the vqu/epitome of logic,
but when you had left the scene and the tones of the pipe organ voice
no longer rang in your ears, to save your 1ife you couldn't remeber ;
thing he said.It always reminded me of what an old indian from the
Pottawatomie Reservation once said in a drug store. They had stiffened up
the laws so strictly that he couldn't longer £0 in and get a snort of fire
water, so he ordered a glass of strawberry soda. He sat it on the table
in the booth, and it was so pretty as it bubbled away ~“hat he just sat and
looked at it.When it had "blown steam" until it was only about two thirds
its original size he took a sip, ﬁggcgg;t out with disgust "Heap big
sweet WwAnd."™ That was what Bryan's speaches were.

None the less had the election been held ip October rather than in
Nove mber Bryan would have been overwhelmingly elected. As it was enough
of his party began to see to what his platform would lead, and voted
for McKinley. Bryan was defeated, but he did drag into office many of the

smaller candidates at state and local level. One in our own neighborhogd

was an unknown lawyer of little talent who was elected district judge. I
believe he was more surprised thar any one else.

During the cmmpaign that National Conmittee sent out good speakers
wherever wanted. I have a vivid memory of one such day.

In Eureka public speached and meetings were held on the Court House
square whenever weather and the worms permitted. The Court was shaded
by a fine grove of soft maple trees which gave delightful shade, but which
were plagued by a variety of mmm worm found on no other tree, which would

almost denude the trees of leaves, and dropped on the unfortunate person
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V.}'t.féhub:;H?Hégugggzﬁﬂ;g:niiééle of the nineties the Bﬂglish sparrow

found its ‘way wesf, and for some reason seemed to have a special taste

for these worms and in a couple of years they were things of the past, Itfkﬁ”k
i1s far different from the conduct of the present pests the Starling, I have
always had a warm 8pot in my heart for the sturdy little brown finch withott
fear , bravely facing the some times active dislike of his fellow citizens,

He has been a pest in some ways, éﬁ% who don't have a fault or two - but he
has always been a gallant ally against our inssct pests. Give him credkt.

Well, the platfoam was Lrut up, plank seats were arranged in rows infront

: 7o LocAL CANOIOATES
of it, A program was arranged giving due opportunity to be sequ and then
the time fixed for the main entertainment. Of course there was the usual band
to call the assembly to order,

It reminds me of g3 fumbling master of ceremonies to one such affair who
began his introduction, "Ladies and gentlemen, the band will now play and the
audience will assemble, then our friend Congresman Bumpbump will speakfand
then the band will again play and the zrowd will again assemble, "

We were in no danger of that for our speaker was to be Senator Hoar of
Maine with a national reputation as an arator,

The senator was speaking at another town some twenty miled east of
Bureka, and was to come over hmmiimm by buggy nézﬁﬁ time for his speach,
About twenty young men and boys, well mounted, met him about a mile east of
Bureka, met his equippage and escorted it in, at a quick gallop and wouydup
with a flourish Jjust opp oWite the grand stand., I was in the height of my

glory to be a member of this escort,

I don't suppose a speach such as he made would draw much interest now;
but at that time when he told of the history of our nation and its achievments
were were thrilled almost to tears, and when he told of the miserable managment
and claime of the opposition we ground our teeth in rage. When he'd hold
up @ piece of cuttlery and shout "Look at tnis. Look at what it says an the
blade, 'made in Sheffield England' and our own plants shut down and our
workmen in want., And thede Democrats not alone advocate tampering woth our
money,they also propose free trade, open our doors without restriction to
the dumping of foreign merchandise and himmm more cold smoke stacks in
factories, and more hungre Americans in bread linesl This shall not bel"

And he was right, In spite of tre conbination of forces against him

McKinley was overwhelmingly electad. The Congress promptly passed at protective




were in no conditidn to meet foreigh condition, and the whole economy
‘would have suffered by their failure. At the present time with the growth
of grd&t financial empires, it is the public that needs protection froq%_
the ever increasing price of merchandise and the relentless drive of o
some leaders of Union Labour to drive it yet higher,

After 1896 the faithful who remained loyal to the democratic f§1th
as expressed in the 1896 platform, went so to speak under grownd. They
certainly did not dissapear; but they did manage to secure here and there
the adoption of their doctrines, until at this time almost the whole
of their political philosophy has beenadopted by and become the faith of
the party which at presentcalls itself Democrat. Whwwywwewewwtwiw They did
make one more attempt to put it across by re-nominating Bryan, but the
dew was off the rose and the bloom had left the peach and he was soundly
trounced. Sound money and protection were in the ascendant and to remain

there for many other campaigns.

CHAPTER X,

Two other events during this era did much to stimulate the economic
conditions of the states., The first was the opening of more lands to
pettlement and sale. The most interesting of the lands sold was probably
located in what is now the State of Oklahoma, At that time, that state-

was divided into the Indian Territory on the east, reaching some distance
west of Tulsa, Cklah oma Territory, and the Cherokee Strip, which was
along the northern border of Oklahoma . The lands in the Indian Territory

had been alotted to indicidual owners. Thatis, the lands which had been
held tribally were divided up gnd alotted to the members of the tribe,
om the basis of their blood. Since it was generally supposed that a full
blood would recieve more ;han of mixed bléod, nearly every one tried to
come under that catigory, with some times amusing results.Many were
listed as full blood whd had only a small ammount of indian blood. This
was especially true among the 8reeks where large numbers of slaves were
takeﬁ‘into the tribe without question. This resmwlted in many negroes
being enrolled as full blood creeks. This was also to a guite large
extent trie of the Seminoles, The Indian territory was divided into five

tribal nations, the €reeks, Seminoles, Cherokees , Chichashas and

chocktaws. Bach tribe had its own tribal laws and customs, bhut was
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under the supervision of Federal Commissioners and District Courts, i
and operating out of them, Unites States Marshalls and Deputy Hﬁruhalls.
One amusing thing about this allotment system was that the indians
discovered than under the enabling act, a full blood had no right to
sell his land, The result was that many listed on the full blood rolls
sold their lands, time after time, for whatever any one would offer;
and when the purchaser went to take posession of his land he'd find out
that his deed was no good; and in addition that the law was so worded
that he was penalized for dealing with an indian and could in no way
recover his purchase money, ‘ .

One old insian took advantage ofithis and sold his farm tw?;"
£J38, and finaly woke up to disaster when the federal Congress without
his knowf{edge remgved this dissability, and his last sale for ga pittance
was good and the bﬁyer took over, So the biter was himself bitten.

One cannot feel however, that he got what was coming to him, for the

t
?indian had recieved such shabby treatment from individual whites and from

the government itself, that anything he could get to offset his lésses
was legitimate,Here he was, disposessed of the finest lands and the
richest lands in the east, tio be settled in the most picturesque, but
agriculturaly the most undesirable land possible, Its forrests were
abundant, but once they were removed, bu¥ littlc of value was left, It was
land, most of it, in the Indian Territory part of Oklahoma, land that

no one wanted, The face of fate must have radiated a thousand smiles
. when o1l was discovered on this land, and the indian became rich on what

the white man had scorn;d.
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Looking back at the history of the white man's transactions with the

indians is not something which could rightly be said to creat pride ig

our national ON?REOW many time i%(that history has the white man

dtiven the 'native out of his home and onto lands which the white man did
not want. From the fertile east, thé gold mines of Georgia, the eastern
valley states, and on and on,a continual evictment, and wach time the
treaty was made, that the new lands should belong to the indian "as long

as gress ggapws and water runs"; when it seems that grass quit growing

and water running as soon as some whiteé found that they wanted the indian's

last reservation., How many many times that treaty was made, and how

many many time it was deliberatly and callously bAocken. And still is being

Buraau
broken in s»nirit every day, while a patriachal HHHHMHH!HI/Of Indian Affairs

keeps them with broken hearts and resentful minds, in a continued condition
of semi servitude and slavery. We will never solwe our indian difficulties
until we belgin to accept them as human beings and not articles of political
merchandising., All our token payments of damages of late years is pitiful
recompense for the suffering and deprivation of generations; and that which
is still going on.

The land of the Cherokee 3trip was better arming land than that east

of it, well watered, and good grazing land. It too was found to be o011l

rich, but at this time was simply more land a great deal like the soil of

Southern Kansas.

It so happened that the opening was to happen about the time that

my father usualy got restless in the fall and decided on a Camping trip,

This was a fairly anrua} event, for the Kansas fall, like most of the

mid-west, is the glory time of the year.Fall flowers are in bloom,

Miles and miles of golden rod,

acres and acres of sun flowers, and the




purple of elderberry and haw and the sharp taste of the fox grape,

'And flashing from clumps along the draws, the red of the sand plum, that
is puckery as a green persimmon but makes the most delicious jellies and
Jams I could ever get. Then too, at this time the ground cherries

were ripening. Round golden balls each encased in a Chinese Llantern

like pod., These little fellows, if you are #ot familliar withd them, are
realy a close relative of the tomato; and were used in making one of the

most delicious jams that we could find. And too, hunting would be good

in the fall. The tree leaves were thinning out and it was easier to spot

the elusive fox squirrel, and the bur-ies would be fat and succulent.

550 away we go. The four of us. Mother, Father, Bill and I with out
meager camping equipment loaded on 1 spring wagon. Off to some pleasant
camping‘ground along some strea-,

I remember the drive that fall, for it was not the lonely one we
usualy encountered., This time c onveyances of every kind were streaming

past us, bound for tée line up at the border, or perhaps to try to slip
past the guarding military and get on the land and have it staked out
before the reguﬁar homsteaders entered, There were horses hitched to
carriages and wagons of gll sort; some loaded with farming equipment as
though the drivess expected to go immediatly to work farming. There were
horse back riders, and even some on foot. A few had brought special
horses, animals with a reputation for speed, and had wquipped them with

the light english saddle and gear ir place &f the fifty pound stock

saddle in commom use.

We pitched out camp abéut ten miles from the ctarting line, where
the wouidvbe homesteaders were suprosed t wait urtil the sound of the
starting gun. Then that dé& there was a mad -cramble; horse back riders, g
going at full gallop; wa -ons with temas galloping too, and many of them
coming to grief and breking up becsuse trhey were never built for such
punishment, Thers were fi~hts galor e, when a drsirable spot was found
and some one already had his stakes showing., There were claim Jumpers,
men of violence, wh® vicked 'hat they warted «nd ran the prior claimant
off or perhaps did a cit of actuns. eliminatién. It wss a rough time and

a rough crowd. But in spite of it gll, the ostcome was fine citiex and




vﬁhappf’fﬁfm homes.
And on our way back we were again passed by the land seekers,
who, dissapointed in the race, were mpving sadly on the way back, prepared
to pick up the pkeces., There were a few later land drawings in states
further North, but this was the last one with the colour of former days,
when might was right., The later ones were handled more methodically
and were more like an ordinary business transaction.
The other event of which I spoke as momentous was the discovery of
gold—in the Klondike, Until this time the Alaska Purchase was regarded
as either a piece of folly, paying out good money for worthless land;

of else, Oh well, we'd just as well have it. Makes a good place for

whalers to go, and where else would the ladies get their expensive
and status creating seal skin coats?

But now, the fire of the for'y-niners burned again, Men from all a
walks in life outfitted themselves as best they knew how :nd started
on another gold rush. Our small town and the Academy itself was not imune
My closegt friend at this time was a son of the Principal, Maurice Scroggs
We viewed him with somewhat of awe at his courage and rashness in braving
the North, Well, he didn't suffer the fate of so many; but so far as I
know the olly gold he saw was in some other miner's poke, as he weighed it
out in payment for merchandise at the stores.

The knowledge of the men who took part in this gold rush was so scant
as to what they should have in the way of equipment, that many never
reached the land of riches; leaving their bones and their hopes in some
crevass or buried undcr some blizzard driven snow. And most of the ones
who tried, gained nothing but experience. The real money, as 1 all
such adventures was made by the later coming well equipped and financialy
stable companies who bouglt up the claims of the prospectors at a low
cost, and who were prepared to do scientific mining, refining and
marketing. But that is the way such things generally go. The local
citizen himself seldom profits from such a discovery.Perhaps partly due to
his sustained feeling that the ground is worthless or that the find is

greatly exagerated, so makes no effort tp profit from it himself.
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One thing I must not forget to record, and that is a glimpse of the

social life in a small town., For regulated and planned social living is
as old as the hills themselves. All peoples have had and will contipue

to have their taboos; their conservatives; their "way outs"; nothing new

ynder the sum; just expressed in different ways.

Of course the social life of that day both in the cities and ip the
rural towns was largely centered about the church, The affairs of the
church societies were special events; and the churches gave the women of
that day an opportunity for community service they now, in their more
distracting circumstances seem to have lost. And perhaps it 1is a greater
loss than we will admit; for the life of a nation is inescapably based on
and a reflection of its religion. No matter what the faith may be, no
nation can long survive without one of some sort. Men must have something
by which they can put the seal of verity upon their neighbors oath.

And 'tis sadly true that as the citizen's religious convictions decline
the nation declines. Perhaps it may endure for a time but its end is as
inevitable as that of a girdled tree.

One of the principal things that have dissapeared was the"day at home"

Every lady had announced and set apart for her day to be at home and

W(/
recieve. Other days she mizht excusably be away when a challed, but

that day, well known in her set, she dare not. The guests came, and some
times stopped for a short visit and perhaps a bit of refreshment, others
just stopped and left their cards., Oh yes, ecvory mmmm/gg?i?ed her card
case, and as beautifully printed or cngraved a card as was available.

I well remember my mothers card case of mother of peatl. It was always
ready and always with its stock of cards. Since my mother was unable to
walk to these affairs, it was mysuty to put old Don to the phaetpn

and be her transportation., In case vou don't know what a phaeton is,

or rather was, it was a single seated rig, hung very'low to the ground,

with no sides to the body to be stepped over, and a folding top. It was

usualy larger or wider than the common buggy and was a very propual

laddes rig, as it was easy to enter, and there was adequate width




-65-

S0 a wheel could be "crampedr, that is turned out to give wider

entering space betweeh the frortand back wheelf The back whecls were

covered by leather fenders to proteqt the ladies skirts from dust or mud,
The quilting bee was another social affair, usualy confined to ones

home or to meetings of theladies church socleties. Some there were

who had a special skill in the dainty needle work required and they

were always specially welcomed. But most women could "sew a fine seam"
and one that was good enough,The pieces and scraps of c loth solme timed
had special memories attached. I have seen whole quilts made from neck
tied that had been discarded, and some from some specially saved bits

of dresses. Most women kept a "rag bag" and in/ézgumulated swatches of
cloth that they thought would be desirable. This cloth was cut into
twualy about an inch and g hl‘f séuare, and these squares were sown to-
gether in the desire pattery, until the whole was large enough to cover.
a bed. Then a sheet of plain white was fastened to a set of quiltang
frames, (narréw strips of wood large enough to hold the whole quilt

in place and stretched taut. The bottom was covered with a layer of
cotton, and the quilt top placed above it. Then the quilting was done

by sewing throush top,cotton and bottom with very fine stitshes, done

in some well known design, I cantt remember them all,but there was
"Herring bone™ and "Sunrise" and many many others and most womem.:adepts
at them all, The patterpwas some times lightly marked on the mm top in
pencil to be followed by the semstresses, but there were some so expert
that they needed no design., After a strip along the frame had been sewed
~until it was hard to reach fartherin, the frame was loosened and the
finished part rolled up , the frame w:s azain fastened and anoth er
strip stitched, and so on until the whole was quidted. Then the quilt was
removed from the frame and binding sewn around the raw edges, and you
had a truly attractive bit orf bedding., These quilts were some times
made and saved to make for the daughter of the house?gdequate supply for

her after marriage, Some were sold at church bazars, and the money used

largely in helpong finance the mission work of the church. These
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auilting bees were truly happy occastons.When you get fifteen or

twenty ladies seathér about the quilting frame, which was balanced on the
backs of chairs, and when the needles were flashing and conversatidn
bubbling, every one realy had an enjoyable afternoon, which they left

with a feeling of having not only spent a pleasant time, but of having
done sometiiing worth while for the good—of the community.

I spoké before of the Medicine Shows , but we had a real theatre
~all of our own. There were traveling about the country innumerable
groups of repertory players who visited the local "Oprey houses™ all
winter long. There were few months that didntt have 5ne or two of
these week long perfomances. Thig was gzeneraly called the "Kerosene Ci?cuﬁ1
due to the fac} that the stage lights were coal oil lamps placed around
~the front of g%e stage an’ with their brightness directed toward the stage
and away from the audience by a bright, unpainted tim shield. I always
loved these sh;ws, for they often did a very good job on such plays as.
Qup Wadis, East Lynn, some times a Shakesperian, some times pure slap
stick commedy., Many of the players on the Kerosene graduated to the
"Gas Light Cirguit™ in the cities and became @@ famous names of the stage.
I always likalto attend these shows, and as money was ot plentiful enough
@r to spare, I wangled a job as an usher. Then after the audience had been
seated Ikhave my chair mwserved at the side of the stagge where I could
enjoy the rest of the evening.

These "Pprey Houses" were realy vacant loft rooms over a couple of
adjoining stores, whikch had been thrown together and a stage erected
at one end with dressing rooms at each side, and seating provided by
rows of ordinary kitchen chairs fastened togrther by a board running under
THE SEA+ oF
mimmammm eight or ten chairs and nailed firmly fast. Not much to look
at, but the epifome of sophistication and pleasure to me. &nd realy the

wo@ld has suffered a great loss when these troups vanished.

No TV can ever replace them,
There were Sunday School picnics; all day long. We had one particular

zrove which we always used. There the natural trees had not been cut or
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marred. The great oaks and walnuts stood with huge arms outspread,
offering themselves to us to hold the swings. Since I was light of
weight and strong, there would be a rope thrown over a great limb high
above and held in place while I went up it hand over hand and perched
: WAL
on the limb to make the final doubfe knotsg. Theregéczmables heaped with
food. Real foodl There were gallons on gallons of home made ice cream,
yellow as butter and delicious as ambrosia.
Close to this picnic ground, Pall River slipped gently, about a foot

, OVER JonlD ROC\ BoTTon SnoolH AS A FLOOE.

deegg for several hundred yards,f making a perfectly safe place for the

smaller children to play in safety, while farther Op, Jjust around a bend

was the'round hole? wide and deep where the larger boys and men could
take their pleasure., I got myself nearly drowned there one day when I,
by no means an expert swimmer, dived in, forgetting to remgve those
blasted "specs" and came up unable to see where I wanted to go and
paniced and gulped in about ten gallong of Fall River water before I
could be dragged out,

The young pedple had mixed parties. At them, they danced the old
folk dances,theVirginia Reel and the like. And post office was a game |
they all, under adequate supervision, were allowed to play. There the
boys sat in one room and the girls in another and the master of ceremonies
would call pat the name of a boy, that there was for him y a post card,
or a special delivery, or a letter, or a registered letter, each one
signifying some particular mark of affection. He'd go into another room
and there find a little lady ready to make delivery. I can remember the

few times when some one sent me a registered letter, how I'd go in,

trembling an embarassed , accppt the quick and timid touch of warm lips
and then go back to the boy's room amid laughter and blushes., Where are
those warm lips now? I often tell my children about how bashful I was as
a boy, only to be caught with "Wow! How times have changed}

I have been talking so much about the children and the ladied that
I have completly ignored t e men,

Well, &f course they took part in church afairs too; but their
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which there were many.The Masonic Order and Eastern Star still are going
stron ’but may of their rivals have dropped by the Qayside or dwindled

to negligible numbers, There were the Odd Fellows, The Workmen, The

Kights and Ladies of Security,The knights of Pythias, and many more.

Most of them operated a life insurance department based on impossible raéi
whichyas the members advanced in agem and were no longer the young and
vigorous men who organized the order, had to be raided again and again

until the cost became prohibitive and many of the members were left

"without insurance and only mm able to obtain more by paying high rates
to some old line company. which was actuarally sound.

Of course there was always door to door visiting., We had neighbors
next door, not just pedple we didn't xnow and didn't want to know,

This neighborliness still exists a bit in smaller to-wns, but even
there is vanishing as more and more distractions make such social living
too difficult, and there again we have lost, more than we cguld possibly
gain,

Then too, nearly every family had its own peculiar pass times.

With me,it was taking the phaeton and driving aimlessly about the country
with my mother as passenger. Driving out into the fields in spring when
the pastures were carﬁbeted with white or purple anemonae, so think that
it was a solid blanket of blook about six inches mfi from the ground.A
blanket which billowed and swayed in the spring wind, That was my speci:
name for these pretty blooms, wind flower,

But each season had its special beauties. One of our ways of
spending an evening, when the big, soft summer clouds dotted the evening
blue, was to hunt and point to each o“her the changing pictures they
made. Ch, look thefé, (pointirg) see that horse and rider? No, now its
changing to a mans face. See, theres a blue lake with snow clad
shores, and a white boat moored to the cdge. And so on,and on. If
I have been blessed with a harpy imagigap%on, it has been due to the
insight of my sthool teacher mother, wrd ngver tired in leading me

on to see, to hear and to understands




““ﬁhﬁ*}i&?ﬁi§§9%;ﬁs in many w;}s a dissapointment, yet in many ways a good ;
year in my life. I had hoped to enter college after my graduation from
the academy in 1898; but financial difficulties rendered this impossible.

My older brother had intended to go to the State university, but after’he*
had remained out of schocl one year he lost all desire to do other than
work at his chosen trade, of an elecﬁrician. That was something new for
small towns. The only street lights we had had‘ﬁ?%gthe lanterns we carried
ig our own hands, But progress was moving our way and Bill went to the
State University in the Electrical Engineering department and managed to
£it himself with a working knowledge sufficient to enable him to'return
to Bureka and put in its first electric light system. The street lights
were an arc light swinging above each street intersection in the most
travelled streets. These arc lights gave a brilliant illumination but
had the greatest nuisance value of any light ever devised by man. Behind

a huge globe, two sticks of carbon, about the size of a man's finger were

held in place with their ends just meeting. They were then wired into an
wIticH

alectric circuitAheated the terminals white hot aA the current poured
BE
across the gap. But they had to/lowered each morning and out of the_ glo
Lomnu TEL D wor
take wllf the accumulation of bugs , great and small that had aoeumu&qhad
during the night, t¥im and re set the carbons and make ready for the next
evening. There was usualy about a quaf% of bugs in each globe., One of the i

4
funniest mishaps I have ever seen happened under such a light at an out

of doors concert, where the singer in an extremly low bodiced gown, minshim
mtmuordbigy had one of the larger night beetles miss the globe and come
tumblingcggﬂg inside her dress. The song stopped and the singers antics
in trying to displace her unwelcome visitor were the best act of the show.
MMOther was determlned T should not do the same as brother Bill;

so back to S.K.A. I went for a final year, reviewing and perfecting the

courses I had previously studied. That way I was to keep the feel of
being in school ; and it was far from a bad idea. I realy think I got more
solid understanding of my previous studies than I would have HYad any other
way.

Bu® In another way this was a special sort of a year, 1899, the final

year of a century. DNow don't start the old dispute whether the jear




"simm 1900 was the last year of the 19th. century or the firet year of

" the 20th. I don't know and I doubt if any one else could give an
unanswerable verdict. But we all treated 1899 as the final year of the
century.

That was the beginning of an era I have formerly mentioned, which
could be well classed as the golden age of America. And it was to
bring to me entirely new environment and new sets of ideas. It was
well that we celebrated the New Year. And all ov.r the nation from one
shore to the othér “Fin de siecle" parties were organized: I doubt, evet f”
;n this day of uprorious and blatant exhibitionism that ever a more .
noisy.and jubilant New Years day hmmmbcould be celebrated,

My particular group of friends decided to hold oue Watch Party at phc
home of two class mates at the edge of town, »

This home was one of the show places. A large and for the day
luxurious home stood in the midst of a grove of beautdful pine, near
to natural wood land. Thw grounds were always beutifully kept, and about
them strolled gaudy,and absurdly proud pea fowl.These birds were more |
than mere ornam%nt. ké@’one living ip phe immediate neighborhood needed
o early morning mill whistle to awaken them. It was the habit of the
male birds to soar gracefully to the roof of the house and there meet,
the dawn with outspread tail as multi coloured as the dawn itself, and
announce the new day by the most gosh awful scream ever heard by mortal
man, Fortunatly it didnt la®t more than a minute or two.

There we were gathered, and most of the evening which was not devoted
to!games or music was spent in talk of our future. We 2ll knew that this
wai probably the last gathering of a group that had been playmates and
fellow students from the early grades. And now that would in a few months
be all past us, and we would separate into what other unknown places and

; NoNE COuio GVESX.-
| liveg[ While we looked forward to it with angicipation, there was a bit

- of fear in it too.
The songs we sang were old songs. Like so many of that day they
were rather sad and nostalgic. But we had grown up on the songs of
the civil war days, and that was all the Sort we knew. The did tell us

that ip the cities a new sort of music that was called Rag Time was

taking hold but it hadent penetrated yet the hint-rland.
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Then, just as the clock passed the midnight mark, for some unknown reason
Mr.Pea Cock who should have been sound asleep, opened from the roof with
that yell which would have made the rebel yell at Gettysburg seem faint,
Don't know what caused it. Perhaps he had some orders from eome Breat
authority to announce the change.

It was as natural that I should enter Washburn College as for ma me
to breafhe. All S K A men went to Washburn, Reason, it was a school foundec
-and supported by the Bongegational Church as was the academy. And all
Washburn graduates who wanted to go on for a higher degree went just as
naturally ﬁo Yale., Washburn founded in 1865 was just 35 years old when
I entered , and a few years ago I celebrated with a few surviving older
graduates it's oentury mark,

Since finances hadn't improved too much, father decided that the
only way to send me to school was to take me to school. That is to . s
actually move to the school town where I then could baard at home and

perhaps help out with my own efforts in a place of greater opportumity for
self help.

To accomplish this, father sold his business and our home at Eureka
and took over a small business in Topeka, handling musical i ‘nstruments
sewing machines, and various other items.. This business had been rather
a poor prospect for survdval, but with father's energy and perseverence
it was the foundation of a business which supported him until his final
retirement,due to advancéng age.

I hope to tell you more about the college days at the beginning of
the century; vastly differedt from today, but that 1is the story for mmmmh
another day. Now wewill turn the page and say good bye to the two small

towns of my boyhood and youth; places that I now remember with increasing

appreciation,

e :
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Thanks to my frequent stays in Kansas City, the change of home grounds
to Topslks Wésp!t ae much of a revelation.

Topeka, &0 the year 1900 was a clean, attractive little city, with a
population of around thirty'five thbusand and claiming fifty. It had been
planned by men of vision, and as a result the streets were unusually wide
K&ﬁé&a Avenue, the mai; business street being about twice the breadth of 8itps
streets, 1l principal streets were paved with what, for the day was up to :
date material, having been covered with a layer of sand, on which heavy planks
were laid and the whole covered with heavy paving brick standing on edge and
helped in staying firm by a layer of said on tip which was swept into the few
crevassss between the}brickso This made a very solid pavement, but one inclined
in time, as the under foundation settled or gave way, to assume rather a
roller coaster ppofile, and to be noiéy in theextreme, Add to this that there
were many vehiéles %quipped only with iron tires , and that didn't help matters,
In 1900 there was ju%t one automobile in Topeka. That was a single seated
Oldsmobile, with an ﬁmbrella for shade, I can't remember the name of the
owner, but he kept the car garaged in a building on the alley running North
and South, half a block west of Eighth and Kansas. But the time of the aute
was at hand and by the year 1906 there many automobiles; and Smith Brothers
had transformed their truss factory intec a car manufactury, featuring The
Great Smith, As a matter of fact at that era there were few towns of any size
that didn't have one or more car factories.
ufaauﬂny first car was a Qﬁfat Smith; and a hint as to its primative nature
can be guessed by the fact that oce when I ran off the road into a ditch
the strain broke the two & X & wooden beams that were the frame, so that the
front wheels and engine ran to the right and the body and the hind wheels
cama to a sudden stop., Far from ruining the car, the garage operator simply
get two more four by fours and went out and removed the two that wers broken

and bolted in the two new ones and we were off, good asg ever,
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- called them chu%ging down the streﬂt trailing a cloud of black smoke,

-72 -A- ‘
It might be of interest for me to describe some of these early
mobile
‘vehicles, Rmong the first was the Olds/ the production of a manufacturer

R.R.EOlds; who later was bilked out of his company ahd formed a new

company to proeduce the REO, Buick too was an early entrant with a two
seated car with a buggy top coner, a two cylinder engine under the front

seat., Qf course mo car at that time had gither frontor rear doors, and %&

~the windshield hadn't appeared; and of course there were no self startnrlsﬁ;

They didn't come into general use until nearly fifteen years later, and
even then the cautious motorist always carried a crank so that if the

e
&y

battery or starter failed he could erank up and go on any way. One of

EATE
" the atrangad?looking was the Brush, a singlgxé}fag} with a huge one

cylinder engine perched on a platfprm ahead of the small body; As I
remember it this uin‘le cylinder was about eight inches ig diameter.
This particular machine was a great favorite with the doctors, making thei:
house to house calls. I can remember them so well, the little "bug" as we 0
) ]
Mufflers were a% yet not in commonguse. Then there was the Stafford,

onde made in Topeka and later mowad to Kansas City. This was, for the time

an excellent model. There was only one closed car in use and that was an

electric; which was much in use by the ladies, Ifnwas a black affair,
somewhat like thg front half of a ﬂearg/ﬁad plate glass doors and windows,

seated two, was steared by a tiller, a single lever; in place of a

wheel and even had a cut glass container for flowers hext the fromt
wittdow, Closed gasoline cars d&d,ndt come into general use until around
1918, Theylwere regarded as top hedvy and dangerous, And ewWén as late as 1
1924 many still used the open "Touring car.* The Stuts Besixr Cat, the
Maxwell; and on and on; they are all gone, Even the Stately Packard has

left the roads; and the humble Ford now flaunts in royal robes,




‘Thoro was the Stuts Bear Cat, which was the hot rod car of the day}
the old Stanley Steamer and the White Steamer which both had steam pressdre
engines and which were very popular in the mountains because they would

not stall; the valveless Elmore, which as the name would indicated was
equipped with rotary admittance gates to the cylinders which eliminated
the bogy of fouled up spark plugs. The gasoline was of such a low rating
that engines would load with carbon, nnd,the standard way was to take

off the top and ahodt?gnss down each cylinder and burn out the deposits
in a shower of blazing apgrks. Wthout this the cylinders would lose power
and develope *& shaking knock and the car would have little speed or
power. When you stppped at a gasoline pump the gas was not put directly

into your car, but imto a gasoline can first. It was pumped into the caa'
a gallon at a time by a hand pump and was always put in through a chamois
skin 11n1n1¥thc funnel into the can,ihen you got a five gallon can filled
there was fr:!uontly strained out amplying on the chamois as much as a cup
or nogyigvgg; §he chaméis while it let the gas through would not the water,
There was the Maxwell, the Reo, thé Sears Roebuck is you please, which
was just an old fashioned buggy with an engine in it connected by a

large leather beit to an inner groved wheel almost as large as the

back buggy wheel to the inside of which it was attached. This car was

a great favorite in the rural areas because it was handier in negotiating
the rough and unpaved country lanes. There were frequent car races
to‘gbmgxg%igz by proud car owners, I well rémember oné about 1914

“4n which three cars participated, They weré to go to a ézg:g:;e about
ten miles from town, turn round and come back. One car only made it half
way and broke down completly, the sécond car got to th& farm house and

had to b8 hauled by team from ther‘ back to homé basé; and the third
whish did make the trip téok from hoon well past sun down to get back,
with its ascetyline lamps barely showing thé ways So on and on with

. humdréds of these old time cars, now long gone, Even the stately Packard
has left the roads, and the hunble Ford row flaunts its ppide in roydl

14

roWes. Bat I digress:
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We moved to Topeka in July, 1900, coming in what was called an

Bmigrant Car. This plan of shipment was one devised by the railroads

to help induce farmers to come west and buy railroad lands. All theough
the west the government had subsidized railroads by giving them a
certain number of sections of land, or a tract of land along their right
of way. These lands could be so;d to settlers and the money of course used -
in financing the railways. If they could show a farmer in the east where .
good lands could be obtained at lew prices and how he could get there
without too much expense he was far more apt to become a purchaser.

In these Emigrant cars , for one low price, the emigrant,or any one
for that matter, could move his household goods, his farming equipment,
live stock, and himself and family.

So in our Emigrant car for the ride which would consume come
18 hours attached to a slow freight train, mother and the other members
of the family inpending to come n=xt day by passenger, was my old frind,

my buggy hokse DOn

-
1




nd »5.&:,\;“,: FIOERN

e R

'”iy'thse.fjiluouf”hdﬁgeﬂgiaﬁéadaéf;éréTé%ﬁfh;”;tﬁé;’ehd, and all and
sundry other_bosessions filled most of the car 's remaining space, leaving
a.space about the width of a freight car door unoccupied, where father a nd

I camped down for the night. We had one surprise. Knowing that we were apt to
get hungry before we were anywhere where food was available, father had had
the local restauranteur prepare a basket lunch, based on three chickens
father himself had supplies. We left Eureka abut noon, and at supper time
when we went to eat were surprised that at the chickens had turned into

wings of various sizes .

Father had rented a home and in a few days we were moved in and

settled, and I had found my way to the college campus to view the scenes

of my future efforts.,

Washburn College, under the name of Lincoln College was actually begun
in 1865, There had been previous competition between Topeka and Lawrencé;
and Topeka firstvhad the offer of the college and was con itted to take it,
but fell down on théir commitment, and the college was then offered to
and accepted by Law}ence, but again Lawrence too failed to make good its

financial backing and the offer was agaih revoved to Topeka. Hard times

WeRend its life was doubtful until in 1868 Deacon Ichabod Washburn of

Worcester, Massachusetts, being advised of the character of the school and
its purposes, made what for that era was a very large gift, the sum of
$25,000,004 Knowing that Lincoln College well could have failed save for
this generous zift the Trustecs changed the name of the school to Washburn
College.

This donor was himdelf a remarkable man., With little formal
education and havinz to quit such scnooling as was possible at the age of
bine, he worked long nours ir £o. a trunk and Harness Maker and then in 1812
returned to his costal home to work irn a textile mill and stand watch on the
coast at night for hostile ehnips+ Later he was apprenticed to a blacksmith
and after he became a journeyman, his feel for metal led him (t8 experiment

in wire making,; an industry which the Buropean manufacturere had held a

monopoly by their carefuly ~uarded secrets af the processs Starting with
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nhoat nod knwlodgo. he taught himself, invented his own toold and dies;
&nﬂ soon was producing as good a quality of -erchnndise as the imported.

He regarded as his grvatest achisvement whan he made for Chickering the.fira;_;
décﬁpﬁablt american made piano wire, Perhaps because of his own scanty @m
schooling, and his realization of what that meant, he became deeply | f?
interested in education and became ibs friend and patron ,

And Washburn in 1900 was the school that would have delighted

Vashbﬁrn's deeply religious nature. For it was definitly a church school.
There were no Fraternitimg or Sororities; in fact the faculty and student 0
body didn't have time for anything of the sort,and did not desire them, as f?
they fely that they were only the result of snobbery; and that the little
good they #id to the accepted member was poor recompense for the heart ache ...
8f the rejected, R ;;5;
EoungiMen's Christian Association and Young Ladies Christian Ass'n.,: ;{J
were strong; and held weekly meetings at the room of one of the students "
a group leader having b§en selected who was supposed to prepare and conduct

discussion on some religious topic, There were also Temperance Clubs of
both sexes and no quicker way could a student acquire the bad graces of

his fellows than by appearing not only in an intoxicated condition, but even
of liqour

with the odour/on hisbreath of person.

Chapple was held every morning 4., This room which served also as the

+ place for college theatricals,'and publis meetings in general was a large

auditorium on the second floor the fine cut stone hailding nearest the
Campus entrance. Alas, that building is normore, ha¥ing been completly
demolished in the terrible cyclone of 1966, So much of -our school time was
centered about this building, that without it no matter what the restoration,
*things,. 40 an old grad, will never be the same?

In chapple the boys sat in class groups on one side of the central
aisle, the girls in the same manner oh the other. Each class had its monitor °
to take roll, and the student who did hot answeér to his name at Chapple was
marked'gbsent for the day and no matter what happened in class he simply
‘wasn't athWashburn.

The faculty had to attend alsoj being seated in front of the
stdeents on the large stage at the front of the additorium, There were

songs, religious in nature, a professor wbuld read the morning lesson and
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glve a short talk, and then the audience sedatly pass down the stairs, 4in
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. column of twos, and on to the next class room. Some times we got a

surprise in the teacher's talks too. Now and then one would make a slip
whlch would be cherished and discussed for some time thereafter. But
the groateﬁfsurpriso +was one day we were told that phe talk would be
by the German professor, a rather dour man, who was not disliked but not o
greatly liked eather and we all anticipated a boring session., To our . ;;t;
surprised delight, thia man, with an utterly dead pan face, gnveg' the
funniest, the most hilarious little gem that ever was heard in that hall.
It may have goenod uproriously funny, é;;i:iﬁ*:?‘ﬂasso unexpected; but this
I know, this man became about the most Xktimd professor on the campus.And
he responded in his own sober way once the ice was broken., .

At that time there were only three buildings in active use forclass
seesions, they were thebasement of the McVicar ngble, the verious floor
of Rice which had been the first building erected when Washburn was a oni
buildiﬁg school, and the basement of of Boswell. The class rooms were
all heated by a iarge colal burning stove in each room, withd a big codl
box close at hand to keep the fires burning during the day. This coal

box came in for one rather unusual use, One of our Professdrs, a firey
little dark skinned Highland Scott, with the incongrupus name of
Harshberger, oR."Harsh" as we all called him, loved his chewing-stobacco and
we all would secretly smide as we would see him with a bulge in his

cheek growing larger, furtively direct our attention to some mathmaticle

problem 6n the black board, while he slipped to the coal box and got rid of

the excess moisture. What would you think of that now a days. But this

_pan, who was the head and all the staff of the Mathmatics Department was

loved by every student under him., It was his complete unassuming humanness.
One tale he told me of himself, wiil show his traits bebter than a long
description.Harsh was always a lover of fiowgrs and of gardening, and at the
rate of pay prevelent in Washburn a good vegetable gatrden could come in
mighty handy to a professor;and hls was always tops. He told me of hia
coptinual trouble of chasing a neighbors chickens out of the garden beds,

and how he finally lost his temper and killed one and started to the
neighbors home with the.dead biddy, when almost to the dividing line he

met the neighbor lady, bringing him a fresh cakeéhe had j ust baked.
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,% Logking iike a fool -and feeling more than
could do u#s to apologize and exchange the 9ead biddy for
the cake.®? It dédn't seem to have affected the affection of the lady for
him, but I can't say whether she baked any more cakes, or whether the
chickens kept on pestering.

All during my college days, one fixture on the campus was Tom. This
was a colored man who kept the huge campus in beautiful trim. He and his f;;
big team of mules could be seen, day in and day our mowing the grass, g
hauling away dead branches, cutting hay on the south part of the campus,
working in an around the class rooms, and plowgng paths through the snow,
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And Tom knew the name of every boy and girl on the campus) And they were o
all of them his friends.It's hard to find such faithful friends and allies -
any more. Tom wasn't a servant , he was a member of a team :and far from
the least important member., God rest him. “; 

One other teacher I must mention; for she did much for me. That was
the English teacher Charlotte Mendell Leavitt. It was in herclass room
that I had a loose knowledge of literature bound together and made whole,
And many of the books she brought to my attention are still OQ@ friends
upon my shelves, their covers broken and their leaves torn by reading and

re-reading, For it was her idea and one I have found to be most accurate

that no book was yorth reading once uhles it was worth reading more than
once.,

Washburn campus was about a mile from Down Townn Topeka, and could be
reached by a trolley line. The Topeka system in this connection was one all
its own., At 8th. and Kansas Avenue stood a 'Transfer Station®. A passenger
desiring to transfer from one line to another had to ride down to this
transfer station and wait there in the shelter until a cdar going his way
happened along. In this manner I, who lived North of Washburn, had to take
a Lowman Hill car and ride a m{le East to the Transfer station, and there
change to another car and ride a mile southwest to school., Naturally this
system wasntt much used unles in inclement weather, It was quicker and mmmt
easire to walk,

Washburn students worked almost to a man. My own particular task

wad carrying newspapers. These we bought from the printer at 8@ each per

week and sold for 10¢. I carried about BOO papers, g at first drove

a little open wagon with an old horse Wwho knew thm route 8o well I didn't




need to touch a line or guide in any way except to keep her from.turning

in toward a place where the customer had moved or quit, And once she had

gone past, the next evening she would pass up the place of herself,

Later Icarried the route horseback, and was doing so the time when the
1903 flood covered all of North Topeka where my route lay. The :last night
I had carried before the flood I had gone to the MNorth end of the route,
finished my deliveries and turned back and had only ridden a little way
when I approached a low bit of street and before I realized it my pony
was swimming; so quickly had the waters risen, But I made it out without
further incideng and just in time.

The next'day all of North Topeka was flooded, fand many of its
people trapﬁed, had to be brough out in boats. They were transported by
boat to the north end of the Kansas Avenue briédge, which arched abave the
Kaw River, walked to the south end, and crossed another strip of about
100 yards of flood water in a breeches buoy which a number working on
and around a floating walk, anchored out of the current had managed to
construct,

I have spbken:about the deeply religious atmosphere at Washburn. One ¢

§
factor in keeping this condition was the pastor of the Central Congre=-

gational church which most of the faculty and students attended. This

was Dr.Charles M, Sheldon, author of In Jis gfeps. He was a constant
inspiration and was a close friend to most of the students. To show
this man's character, I can do no better than to tell of one of his
exploits, The editor of the Topeka Ddily Capital, the morning daily
invited him to publish the paper one week in the form he believed thaf
B8hrist would use. This coming evenp was widely publicised, and every

. one was waiting to see what kind of a paper they would get. To their
'Surptise, the paper wds a newspaper and not a religious $ract. But it was
a newspaper filled with current events, whth emphasis on the constructive
things and no play for sensationism; and one thing notably missing was
the custémary ligour, and tobbaco ads:. He remarked to those who asked
him why this was his idea of the Christian paper, he answered that he

wa8 publishing a newspaper and not preaching a sermon, Another bent of

his was what he called Christian Socialism. That every man must be given

an opportunity; and he who,had share to create that opportunity, A lot of
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Us were so0 impressed by this idea that we started a Socialist Club, of which
1 was mlected president, and got neafly kicked out of-a;::;ZG}or my pains.
Washburn wna'ataunchly Republlkcan gnd Cpnservat ive,
the public event of greatest important@ was the crusade of Carrie Nation.
This pugnacious iittle lady from Wichita,tiring of the ineffectiveness of
the enforcement of the Kansas Prohibition Laws, took upon herself a one
man war on all illegal operations.

Things in Kansas had changed during the three decades since the
adoption of the Prohibitsion Ammendment. A system had been worked out

by the thirsty, whereby a dealer did not have to pay a license, but

once a month was arrested and went to police court and paid a fixed penalty

for the right to be undisturbed for another month, This so called "Fine
system" was in full operation over the state; with the only requirement

what the saloogi, or"blind pig" had to keep its doors and windown screened
from outside éhservation, and do no advertising. This was hardly necessary
once the location of an oasis became a metter of common knowlwdge. Ho'ever1
‘I did koow one fie%ey little Irish operatér who had the words "Fine wineé
and liqours" painted boldly én the ffont awning,. However the printing '
was in Gaelic and who in Kansas outside a visiting Irishman could read that.
Well, the fever in Topeka rose high as elswhere in the state. And

Washburn with its close religious éfilliation was stired, Carrie was coming
and to make ready for her a regimenﬁ of crusaders was former., As I
now recollect it there were some twelve hundred members in the active
group, who had the support of about the entire community,

“”This group was organized on a strick military formation. Dr. McFarland,

pastor of the First Methodist Church was the colonel, I don't remember

now who the other officers were,but we had a company at Washburn as a msdic

matter of course. And as much of a matter of course the writer was in the

thick of it . We met and drilled in secret; with gnards out a la KKK
and some of the troopers were even encourage to purchase and carry fire
arms,

The fever was at its highest Satge when Carrile arrived.
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at 8ixth and Harrison . Of course the crusaders were out in force; and
after the first main ralley, Carris asked some of us college boys to remain
for a moments discussion., The‘proposal she made to us was that she knew all
the Topeka Saloons would be bolted and barricaded and she wanted some way to
get into them rapidly, at night, one after another.Sixteen of us from
Washburn volunteered., To the life of me I can't remember the namef of any
of the ogper participants, ¥e had been studying ancient Bistory and the
warsjggzieatot forts mdd castles, and we put our studying for once to a
practical use, We procured from the lumber yard a fourg by four beam. I
cant remember the exact length, but it was long enough that after we had _
bored holes through it and pushed through sections of iron pipe left sticking v
about two feet one either side,we could pick it up, eight to the side and
swing it back and forth with comfort.

We met before the first break of dawn at the transfer station at
Eighth and Kansas.

I cant remember how many saloons we worked at but I do remember two
in particular. One was the Palms located about the middle of the eight
hundred block on Kansas, this the mosfBashionable one in town. It was
equipped with all the elegance of a first class city saloon, the only
difference that the front sh#w windows were curtained off and contained
only a large potted palm in each window., This place was the meeting place of
Kansas politicians, especially members of the legislature, refresing u
themselves after a éard days work inventing new laws to curb the demin Brink,
But it had its share of the local elite as well. What made it such a poditica
headquarters was its nearness to the Copeland Hotel, at Ninth and Quincy.,
This hotel was known as Copeland County, and was Renublican political
heaquartere, at all times, as well as the residence of the Hon. John C.
Pollock, the one Federal District.Judge in Kansas at that time. He was
reputed to be a man of great sharpness in his speach, and severity on any
lawyer who dared make a mistake in his Court, Perhaps he was. But I had
been his paper boy, and to me after I commenced my law practice he was
alw;ys a kind and understanding mentor,

The other saloon whose name I can't recollect was on east 8th, street

Just back of the Topeka State Journal Building,

We aporoached the Palms first with Carrie in the lead, When we were




at the door she stepped aside and said "Open her up boys" and sixteen
strong yourﬁysets of arms swung the battering ram against the lock. ,
No iron or wood could stand against such blows and at the secone stroke

the door flew wide. Carris stepped quickly inside, and back of the
mahogany bar, and quick sWings‘of her trusty hatchett, sent bottles and
glasses flying , ripped down the veluptuous lady reclining in s canty garments
that hung above the back bar, \g‘d“others turned over tables and smashed chair:
until all left the place a complete shambles, reeking to heavens with the
odor of sanctity and spilled burbon and rye, with the beer taps still frothing
at the mouth. |

We performed the same gracious act at the bar on east eighth street
and of how many more I can't remember, The sentiment of the community was so
strong that none of us young miscreants ever got out of it more than a halo.
Carrie was arrested several times, and was herown defendse counsel, but I
can't remember of her ever suffering any severe punishment, Hertrials, I .
remember were before Hon. Zachary Yaylor Hazen, Judge of the Shawnee County,
District Court whom Carris insisted on addressing as "Your Dishonour" rather
that your Honour., She felt that this was his better title, engaged as he was
in persecution of the saints,

Not alone was Barriemagin likker?® she was also against the stinking
weed and woe to the man who stepped into an elevator on which she was a
psssenger, holding a cigar in his teeth or hand. He had it dmmediatly
snatched and trampelled under her feet, and then recieving a lecture for the
rest of the passage.

Carrie was rather small, and thick set, with s snub nose and burning
eyes. And her crusade was not for profit, had it been she 'could have made

milldons,Shews devoted to ?er call, and this one woman so stireed the great
Sunflolﬂpggate thaitit was but a short time until the legislature passed the
"Bone Dry" law. This law made it not onlya crime to sell alchololic liqour,
but also to posess it,no matter how or whefle purchased, unles the bottle
bore the prescription of a regularly licenses physician., The old easy days
had gone, and it was no longer possible to step into a drug store and bgy

a bottle of medieinal liqour for any disease you might choose; sign a

register and go out in perfect respectability, or the easier way patronize

a speak easey. The rigid enforeement a&f thel Bone Dry law was one of the main

factors in securing the #inal repeal of the prohibition ammendment ,




